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SUNNY 
High: 61 
Low: 42 
0% chance 
of rain 


Monday: Cold AM, 62/ 39 
Tuesday: Sunny, 64/41 
Weds: PM clouds, 67/ 46 


Details on the back of Metro 


The Atlanta 


Price may be higher outside metro Atlanta | $3.00 


Journal-Constitution 


Credible. Compelling. Complete. 


METRO, B1 


TAKING OFF 
THE RITZ: 
LUXE HOTEL 
REBRANDS 


METRO TRAFFIC 


PERSONAL JOURNEYS, E1 


BIKE RIDE 
CONNECTS 
CHEROKEE TO 
HIS HERITAGE 


To Johnson Ferry Rd 
To Peachtree- K 
Dunwoody Rd 


11/2 MILES 


EXIT 3 


Greenville 


EXIT 4 A-B 


| Chattanooga 


EXIT 4C 


Hammond Dr @ 


The new I-285 interchange at Ga. 400 will take almost three more years to complete. When it’s done, 
state transportation officials say it will make commuting easier for hundreds of thousands of people. 
CASEY SYKES / CASEY.SYKES@AJC.COM 


Major work begins 


on traffic bottleneck 


Improvements to metro 
interchange will make 
for smoother drive. 


By David Wickert 
dwickert@ajc.com 


After months of preliminary 
work, construction has begun in 
earnest on a fix for one of metro 
Atlanta’s worst traffic bottlenecks. 

The new I-285 interchange at 
Ga. 400 will take almost three 


GWINNETT COUNTY 


more years to complete. When 
it’s done, state transportation 
officials say it will make commut- 
ing easier for hundreds of thou- 
sands of people. 

But they say the immediate 
traffic relief is just the beginning 
of its benefits. 

The interchange sits at the cen- 
ter of what will become an exten- 
sive system of express toll lanes 
radiating out from the northern 
half of the Perimeter. That system 
will eventually allow motorists 


from Acworth to Buford to bypass 
the stop-and-go traffic that con- 
founds commuters. 

The I-285/Ga. 400 interchange 
is the linchpin of that system. 

“This interchange is critical,” 
said Joe Carpenter, director of 
public-private partnerships for 
the Georgia Department of Trans- 
portation. “These improvements 
are going to accommodate traffic 
20 years into the future.” 


Traffic continued on A9 


White residents confront minority status 


By Tyler Estep 
tyler.estep@ajc.com 


The paved part of Davenport 
Road ended at his family’s drive- 
way. They had 12 acres, includ- 
ing one that was dedicated to a 
garden big enough to feed them 
all for a while, should the need 
arise. There were chickens in the 
front yard. 

When Dan Franklin was grow- 
ing up in the 1950s and ’60s, the 
Duluth area — and the rest of 
Gwinnett County, for that matter 
— was farmland and simple liv- 


ing. It was a few thousand folks 
spread out across 400-something 
square miles northeast of Atlanta. 
Just about everyone knew each 
other, and just about everyone 
was white. 

None of that is the case any lon- 
ger, not by a long shot. Gwinnett 
is a booming suburb with one of 
the most diverse communities in 
the Southeastern United States. 
And Franklin, who moved from 
Davenport Road to another part 
of Gwinnett decades ago, admits 


Gwinnett continued on A4 


NATION & WORLD, A12 
Battlelooms at 
consumer agency 


Both the White House and outgo- 
ing head of the Consumer Finan- 
cial Protection Bureau have named 
interim directors for the agency. 


RACIAL BREAKDOWN 

OF GWINNETT COUNTY 
RESIDENTS* 

White About 39 percent 
Black About 28 percent 
Hispanic About 21 percent 
Asian About 12 percent 


*Statistics gathered from the 
U.S. Census Bureau’s 2016 
estimates. Gwinnett’s overall 
population was estimated at 
over 907,000. 


NATION & WORLD, A7 
Three sailors lostin 
plane crash identified 


The men have been missing since 
the aircraft they were aboard 
crashed southeast of Okinawa, 
Japan, on Wednesday. 


SPORTS, C1 


UGA WINS 
AT TECH 


Dogs to face Auburn 
for SEC championship 


ATLANTA MAYORALRACE 


BUSINESS, D1 


WHY STORES 
LOVE THE 
LAZIEST GIFT 
OF ALL 


Candidates 
issue calls for 
transparency 


But campaign spending 
reports raise questions 
about living up to them. 


By Dan Klepal 
dan.klepal@ajc.com 
Stephen Deere 
sdeere@ajc.com 


The federal bribery investiga- 
tion hanging over Atlanta City 
Hall has extracted pledges for a 
more transparent and open gov- 
ernment from candidates still in 
the race to succeed Kasim Reed 
and become the city’s 60th mayor. 

With less than two weeks until 
the Dec. 5 runoff election, The 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution dis- 
sected spending reports from Kei- 
sha Lance Bottoms and Mary Nor- 
wood to see how transparently 
each ran their campaign opera- 
tions and complied with Geor- 
gia’s campaign finance laws over 
the past year. 

The AJC analysis found serious 
omissions in Bottoms’ reports, 
prompting a promise from the 


GEORGIA POLITICS 


A IR 
The AJC has dissected the 
campaign spending reports of 
Atlanta mayoral candidates 


Keisha Lance Bottoms (left) 
and Mary Norwood. 


candidate to correct them, and 
raised questions about Norwood’s 
employment of city council staff 
on her campaign. 

Bottoms’ reports provide no 
transparency in any of the 38 
entries that spent a collective 
$182,000 on campaign workers. 
No individual names were listed 
on expenditures, as is required 
by law. Instead, the reports say 
“campaign staff” in the space 
where individual names are sup- 
posed to be disclosed. 


Expenditures continued on A16 


Can fabled bipartisan 
cooperation survive? 


Mayoral rivals vow 
to foster close ties 
with governor's office. 


By Greg Bluestein 
gbluestein@ajc.com 


The Republican governor and 
Democratic mayor shared the 
stage — and shared plenty of credit 
—at the opening of Mercedes-Benz 
Stadium a few months ago. The 
sense of relief was close to pal- 
pable. 

“Pll tell you, I sure am happy 
now. It’s certainly one of the 
happiest days I’ve been on this 
job,” said the mayor, Kasim Reed. 
“Because the process to get to 
today — it was pretty tough.” 

No matter who wins next 
month’s runoff for Atlanta mayor 


METRO, B1 
Jury takes dim view 
of marijuanaarrest 


In Georgia, it sometimes takes 
the commonsense of 12 sensible 
citizens sitting in ajury box to tell 
authorities to knock it off. 


or the wide-open race for Geor- 
gia governor in 2018, the state- 
city partnership fostered by an 
unlikely alliance between Reed 
and Gov. Nathan Deal won’t be 
easy to replicate. 

And that could have vast impli- 
cations for the state and its most 
important city, ranging from eco- 
nomic development missions to 
lure Amazon’s second headquar- 
ters to the politically fraught deals 
that brought the new $1.6 billion 
Falcons stadium to the heart of 
downtown Atlanta. 

The Reed-Deal partnership 
has survived a spate of politi- 
cal storms, from the governor’s 
re-election bid against Reed fren- 
emy Jason Carter to the disastrous 
response to the 2014 ice storm to 


Alliance continued on A17 


INDEX 


Business D1 
Classifieds H1 


Obituaries B4 
Puzzles E15 


Volume 69, Number 330 


7 Al Hl 5 


Fresh food. 
Low prices. 


ITEMS AND PRICES GOOD THROUGH 
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 28, 2017 


WITH CARD 


Fresh Kroger 
Ground Beef 
73% Lean, Sold in a 
5 Ib Roll for $8.95 


WITH CARD 
Nabisco 
Oreo Cookies 
10.1-15.35 oz or 
. Pepperidge Farm Cookies, 
5-8.6 oz; Select Varieties 


WITH CARD 


Honeycrisp 
Apples 

or Simple Truth 
Organic Honeycrisp 
Apples, 2 lb Pouch, 
$4.99 with Card 


